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Mediocal Genetice
Jw April 7, 1957
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Dear Traéy:

Esther and I have just besn away for a month in Frence and Britain,
and haed of course a wonderful time. Av' Mitchinon will be visiting you
later this week; I hope he will have arranged with you to be eble to
8g veese in a visit to Madison, for very good reasons besides sociel and
solentific causerie. (I don't want %0 pretend sudlatyt if Av's reslly
contemplating leaving Edinburgh at all, Wiseonsin would have an excellent
niche for him (I hepe) either in or near Mediocal UGenetiss.

Ouwr own plans have been more oamnliocated, but are somewhat simpler how.
I don't dnow hov su courant you've been lately 4n Harvard Biology, but I
had a very substanticl offer from them just before we Look aff for Europe,
Thiz one had been cleared with the President. However, Esther and I have
decided not to pursue 1¢, and I've written Thimann accordingly. Ditte Sten-
ford. This leaves Berkeley (etill actively unsettled) and Madinon. Here,
the formal organization of Medical Genetice hae gone through, and I ought
%o smphesize that this was developing independently of externel stimuli.
Medical Genetics is quite integral (by means of joint eppeintients) with
Genetics, and 4% is even conceivable that we might oventlally regroup to
form elenetics~Science departmeht. At present, however, Genetics has strong
applied commitments, e.g., potate, fur animal, catile and swine, forest-tree,
improvement, in addition to the useless thinge such es I do, and it would
be difficult for one chairman to give proper leadership rfor these metters
at the same time as orgenize a genetic progrem in the medical faoulty, not
to mentlon the problems ef budget-epliiting in two colleges as the present
edministration goes. I may all this just to scotch the 1daa that there ie
anything more than an administrative basis for the separstion, as far as
it goes.

There aren't many preeedents for Medical Genetics, viz. genetics in a
medical school, not just human genetics, and we have to do a lot of thinking
about owr detailed program. I% may h %g ue along t¢ have a symposium on
the subject, which ie in fact now b,i ganized for next April. I hope ene
way or another you'll be interested 4o comes the program is just beginning
%o he worked out now.

In the lab., moat of my own time still goes to protoplasts and their
proliferation ( by blebs) to give L colonies, and the 1ika. My initial hope
that these would lead %o a successful dna-transduction in E. coli remsine
etill unsatiefied, but we haven't given this a maximu: effori.IIno akd I are
84111 oconcerned about the determinism of phase-~variation. Until now, we
have mainly gone after the genetics of monophasicg varisnts, but lately he
has etarted some trials en environmental effects. There may be something in
temperature shocke, but the effects are oo small so far 4o exclude even
a minute differential in killing rate.

Yours,

Joshua Lede
sderbery



